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Information Disclosure Statement 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants request that this Information Disclosure Statement be considered because it has 
been filed within the following time period: 
37C.F.R. §1. 97(b) 

Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than 

a continued prosecution application under § 1.53(d); 

wr+w *u + u r+u a + * * r+u J2/U/SBB8 CHGUYEN2 BBMNIB 18576973 
Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 

§ 1 .49 1 in an international application; 02 FC5 1686 ias - m op 

Before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits; 

Before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request 

for continued examination under §1.114; 
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37C.RR. §L97(c)(d) 

x Before the mailing of any of a final action under §1.113; 

Before a notice of allowance under §1.311; 

An action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application; or 

Filed on or before payment of the issue fee 

And is accompanied by a: 

Statement specified in § 1 .97(e): 

Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 

statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the information disclosure statement; or 

No item of information contained in the information disclosure 

statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing 
the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
designated in § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 

x The fee set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p). 
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Applicant: Kaever et al. 
Application No.: 10/576,973 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .56, Applicants call the attention of the Examiner to the 
following documents: 

United States Patents 



U.S. Patent No. 
5,653,192 



Patentee 
Sheen et al. 



Issue/Publication Date 



08-05-1997 



Patent No. 

DE 37 02 465 Al 
EP0 499 428 Al 
EP 0 898 883 A2 
EP 1 212 937 Al 
EP 1 340 457 A2 
NL 8903163 



Foreign Patent Documents 

Patentee 

Duvelsdorf et al. 
Carrano 
Tucker 
Harmsen et al. 
van der Lely et al. 
Gascoigne-Melotte BV 



Issue/Publication Date 

08-11-1988 

08- 19-1992 
03-03-1999 

06- 12-2002 

09- 03-2003 

07- 16-1991 



Other Documents 

English language Translated Description and Claims of DE 37 02 465 Al, European Patent 
Office's esp@cenet.com database, 2pp. 

English language Abstract of NL8903163, European Patent Office's esp@cenet.com database, 

i P . 

Please note that the "Translated Description and Claims" referenced above are 
downloaded from the European Patent Office's esp@esp@cenet.com database, and are not 
translations obtained or certified by Applicants. The European Patent Office site indicates 
that the translations are made automatically by WorldLingo Translations. 

Copies of these documents are submitted herewith along with Form PTO/SB 08a and 
PTO/SB 08b. 
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Applicant: Kaever et al. 
Application No.: 10/576,973 

Applicants respectfully request that these documents be expressly considered during the 

prosecution of this application and made of record herein and appear among the "documents 

cited" on any patent to issue herefrom. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Jeffty W\ Smith, Reg. No. 3345: 
Attorney for Applicant 
SMITH LAW OFFICE 
8000 Excelsior Drive, Suite 301 
Madison, WI 53717 
(608) 824-8300 



